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Hello there, glad to meet you and if you like adventures; you've certainly come 

to the right place! I'm sure everyone likes to be the seaside and today we're off 

on a trip to the seaside to meet someone by the name of Timmy-Ollie. In fact 

he's also been called Jolly Ollie the 'Lecky' Trolley (Electric Trolleybus), who 

lives in the busy town of Switchwick on Sea.  As you will find, he spends each 

day travelling all around town and simply enjoys every minute of it. He's also a 

very happy fellow and although he's very different to you and me, he likes 

finding out about the many interesting things which surround him each day.  

 

I'm sure you already know about Thomas the Tank Engine, but as yet very few 

know about Timmy-Ollie and his exciting adventures. Unlike Thomas, Timmy-

Ollie's experiences cover a far greater area and as you will find, he's even 

travelled to other countries. Thus there is very much to tell and here you can 

now enjoy reading all about the different things which happen to him. He 

already has lots of friends at Switchwick, but he would like to think that no 

matter what your age; you could become a special friend too.  If you do, tell all 

your friends about him, so that not only older children, but other grown-ups 

with young children; can read some of these amazing adventures to them.  

 

First of all l had better tell you that Switchwick on Sea is a place where the sun 

shines brightly almost every day.  Colourful sailing boats are to be seen all 

along the coast and especially in the harbour at nearby Shrimpworth. Sandy 

beaches and a deep blue sea, also make Switchwick a wonderful place for a 

holiday.  High in the sky skylarks sing and beyond the golf course the sweet 

scent of gorse will surround you if you climb up to the castle battlements and 

look down to the lighthouse, that stands proudly on the rocks out at Dingle 

Point.  

 

Every summer the sea front Promenade is thronged by holidaymakers who 

love to sit in the sun, or walk to the end of the Pier. Surrounding the boating 

lake are beautiful gardens with waterfalls and in the spring, blackbirds nest and 

robins and chaffinches chatter endlessly.  Squirrels too, will scamper down 

from trees and cheekily come to your feet, as they search for something to eat.  

A piece of an ice cream cornet is their special favourite, so remember that any 

children that visit Switchwick should save some, or maybe bring some biscuits 

with them.  



2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children certainly like excitement and there are plenty of things to do, with all 

the fun of the fairground, spending time on the beach, or taking a trip on the 

'Saucy Sue'.  Beside the pier you will find  swings, roundabouts, a helter skelter, 

a bouncy castle and dodge'm cars, as well as lots of kiosks selling buckets and 

spades, beach balls, ice cream and other things like seaside rock and picture 

postcards.  Our Timmy-Ollie and his friends of course see these places each 

and every day, as they bring children just like you to the beach and take their 

other passengers back and forth across town.  

 

With a thriving market and many streets of shops to surround it, Switchwick 

town centre is always busy and it is very popular with people who come in 

from the surrounding countryside. There are fine public buildings too, like the 

Town Hall, the Park Museum and the Police and Fire Stations.  There is also a 

large swimming pool on the sea front and many parks and gardens. One of 

these has a large aviary and even a pets corner.  As you might guess, what with 

taking the people of Switchwick to work, to the shops and all the other things 

that they want to do, as well as taking the holidaymakers to the beach; every 

day is a busy one for Timmy-Ollie and his friends. Just try to imagine as many 
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as a hundred thousand people in Switchwick and nearly one hundred 

trolleybuses like Timmy-Ollie, to take them wherever they want to go.  

 

Many grown-ups will know very well what I say next, but for the children's sake 

I must tell them what you might have guessed already, for just like the kettle, 

vacuum cleaner and the lights in your home, Timmy-Ollie trolley and his friends 

don't have engines, they are powered by electricity. Electricity in fact has 

something really magic about it, for even though it is used today to make so 

many different things work, you cannot hear it, smell it, or see it, for it is 

completely invisible.  Unlike most other things that are driven by electricity, 

Timmy-Ollie and his friends don't have a plug to plug them in, instead they get 

their electricity from overhead wires by means of two long arms that reach up 

from the roof, which are called trolley booms.  When Timmy-Ollie's control 

pedal is depressed, it sends hundreds of little energy packed things called 

'amps' into his motor, enabling him to whizz along in silence without a care in 

the world, no matter how heavily he is loaded with passengers, or how steep 

the hill to be climbed.  

 

Timmy-Ollie is a bit special too, in being a trolleybus which was originally built 

for use in Cape Town in South Africa, down towards the bottom of the world.  

His streamlined body has a deeply curved windscreen, he has six fat rubber 

tyres to give a very smooth ride and his highly polished aluminium panels shine 

brightly in the sunlight. Timmy-Ollie had really been looking forward to 

travelling all that way on a big ship and have the excitement of working in a big 

city, with crowded streets and far more passengers; but he is now quite happy 

to live and work at Switchwick, where excitement often comes quite 

unexpectedly and a lot more often than you might think.  

 

His home each night, is a depot called Pinetops on the outskirts of town. Here 

he is looked after by people like Young Sam, 

Fred and Handy Jack, who make sure all the 

trolleybuses are as clean as a new pin and 

able to do whatever is required, no matter 

how many passengers need to be carried 

each day.  When the drivers arrive each 

morning, they are anxious that everyone 

gets to their destination safely, while the 

conductors are keen to see that lots of 

brightly coloured tickets are sold to their 

passengers.  

Garry 
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Several of Timmy-Ollie's trolleybus friends are special for one reason, or 

another and chief among these is old 'Garry' a single decker who when he was 

new way back in the 1920s, had solid tyres that gave his passengers a very 

bumpy ride. In fact 'Garry' is so old, that while he was at the other depot in 

Bridge Street, 'Ozzie' the open top tram car, still ran on rails in the road.  That 

of course was years and years ago, when your great, great, grand mama was a 

girl.  A little forlorn and with a thick coating of dust on his wooden seats, 

'Ozzie' now occupies a corner of the depot with nobody to climb his two 

stairways,  

 

With pigeons even nesting now on his top deck, 'Ozzie' is eagerly looking 

forward to being taken to the transport museum at Shrimpworth, where once 

his works are overhauled, he will be able to run on rails once more.  A little 

younger than 'Ozzie' is 'Reggie' another old single decker, who with 'Garry' is 

used for the route which passes beneath the very low railway bridge at 

Windmill Lane, but every other trolleybus at Pinetops and Bridge Street is a 

double decker.  Children of course love to ride on them and always rush to 

scramble up the stairs, so that they can see everything happening down in the 

street below, just as if they were a bird flying high in the sky.  

 

For several years after he arrived in Switchwick, Timmy-Ollie lived down at the 

main depot at Bridge Street, but it became overcrowded as the number of 

trolleybuses grew. However when he moved to the new depot at Pinetops, 

Timmy-Ollie gained several new friends.  From time to time though, Timmy-

Ollie has to return to the large workshops at Bridge Street, to ensure that 

everything is kept as good as new.  Here 'Chalky White' and his old mate 

'Chippy Bean' are Timmy-Ollie's two favourite carpenters. Also down at Bridge 

Street are two painters whom he calls 'Sid Sandpaper' and 'Billy Brush'. They 

do all sorts of things trying to make sure that every time a trolleybus leaves 

them, it looks even smarter than it did when it was new.  

 

In fact Timmy-Ollie is one of the biggest double-deckers and is in great demand 

for all sorts of special events throughout the year.  Two of Timmy-Ollie's other 

trolleybus friends are 'Maurice' and 'Roger' who also have highly polished 

aluminium sides, as well as three less recent arrivals called 'Doodlebug', 

'Battleship' and 'Speedy', who like your own friends all have very distinctive 

characters of one kind, or another.  All came from their builders at different 

times, but each can now be found weaving its way through the traffic, filled 

with people travelling to and from the shops, or just enjoying a breath of 

seaside air.  
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You will meet them all in these stories, as well as some of the interesting 

people who live in Switchwick.  Firstly, there is 'Micky Bee' the transport 

manager who is always rushing around and someone else called 'Inspector' 

who makes sure the buses run on time.  At the Town Hall, Mayor Brown and 

his councillors are proud that Switchwick uses electricity to power its buses, so 

that the sea air stays as fresh as fresh can be, without any of those smelly 

fumes from other vehicles, that sometime want to make you cough.  

 

The two drivers that Timmy-Ollie likes most of all, he calls 'Driver One' and 

'Driver Two'. That is to say, a cheery little man with rosy cheeks and a young 

lady with long blond hair and bright blue eyes. Of course there are lots of other 

drivers and conductors too, so from time to time you will get to know them. If 

'Driver One' is on duty he always goes very carefully and will not start without 

checking his wing mirrors, to see that everyone is safely on board, while 'Driver 

Two' always likes to go fast and will let the motor really humm, during the long 

run back across the Downs from Clifftop, or when returning from Rockley 

Regis. 

 

Those wide roads, are where the trolley booms really need to press tightly 

against the overhead wires and where little boys can sometimes be seen 

pressing their ears against the roadside lamp posts, to hear if a trolleybus is 

coming long before it actually comes into sight. You see the electric motor 

gives a trolleybus almost limitless power, so if any driver doesn't keep an eye 

on the speedometer, there's just a chance that a trolley boom will suddenly 

bounce off the wires.  

 

If this happens the conductor will need to put it back onto the wire, by using 

the long bamboo pole with a hook at the end, which is carried on every 

trolleybus. Only last Wednesday morning, Timmy-Ollie was travelling from the 

Railway Station, to find himself halted by the presence of 'Terry' tower wagon, 

who was attending to a problem at the Royal Oak crossing. It seems that a 

learner driver out with 'Doodlebug' had dewired, through being a little too 

anxious to get across the junction before the traffic lights had changed.   

 

By going far too quickly, he had managed to put a big bend in one of 

'Doodlebug's' trolley booms when it flew off and hit against one of the 

roadside street lamps. 'Terry' tower wagon has a petrol engine, so that he can 

travel even when the electricity is switched off and a high platform from which 

the overhead linesmen can reach the wires.  His home is Bridge Street depot 

where with special equipment, he is ready for any emergency, or can tow back 
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to the depot any trolleybus that happens to break down. It is very rare that this 

occurs for trolleybuses are extremely reliable, running day after day for many 

months, with only minimum attention from the electricians, or mechanical 

fitters working in the depot.   

 

In fact 'Terry' tower wagon and his crew spend most of their time just standing 

by, or are used at night, replacing any worn parts of the points and crossings in 

the overhead wiring.  Sometimes when the overhead linesmen have to replace 

a long length of wire, or if a new route is being constructed, they also use 

another and much older tower wagon by the name of 'Teddy'. Like the 

trolleybuses, 'Teddy' is powered by electricity, but he doesn't need any trolley 

booms, for he gets all the power he needs from two very large batteries that 

are carried beneath his tower and each of his front wheels is driven by its own 

electric motor.  

 

So that 'Teddy's' batteries remain fully charged and he is ready to go out on 

the road at a moment's notice, it is very important that his driver always 

remembers to plug him into the charging plant in the depot each night. 

Although the two tower wagons are used for most of the work on the 

overhead wiring, at times one of Timmy-Ollie's trolleybus friends is also used. It 

happens several times a year and is a little different because   then, the wires 

don't have to be touched by anyone.  

 

'Jimmy', or 'Old Rattler' as he is sometimes called, is very, very old and was in 

fact one of the very first trolleybuses that  ran at Switchwick, after the council 

decided it would stop using trams because running on rails they could only 

overtake another vehicle where there was special trackwork. The only time 

that 'Jimmy' ever leaves a spot beside the cycle rack at Bridge Street, is for a 

run around town with a driver by the name of 'Sailor Mann' who used to be a 

lighthouse keeper. I'll tell you all about this in another story, but for now try to 

guess the reason why they have to go out. 

 

So children, (and grown-ups), you now know a little about our Timmy-Ollie and 

some of his friends. Later on, you can enjoy finding out about 'Jumpy Jones', 

'Old Moneybags', Tracy, Young Billy, 'Pinger Willis' and all the exciting things 

which occur at Switchwick. By reading even more of the unbelievable eighty six 

adventures, there's more excitment as you meet characters like Mrs Meggs, 

Sparky, Mac, Robert, Mick, Joe, Spud Wilkins and old 'Scrumpy' Perkins. Also 

trolleybuses such as Silver, Speedy, Sunbeam and the triplets, Ricky, Dicky and 

Micky. There's Benjie Bus too, old Clarence and someone called Count Von 
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Meclenburg, not to mention Sergeant 'Perky' Perkins and a host of other 

characters.  

 

By now, many grown-ups will be finding that reading about Timmy-Ollie brings 

back happy memories of when they were much younger and maybe days went 

they went to school, or work each day by trolleybus. The roads in the towns 

and cities of Britain then, had several thousand trolleybuses busy each day; 

with London having the largest fleet of well over a thousand. Now here they 

are but a memory, while elsewhere and around the globe and alongside 

modern trams, or alone as at Salzburg in Austria trolleybus routes are always 

extending. 

 

This said, Timmy-Ollie's friends are all waiting to meet you and soon you will 

know what happens when the King and Queen visit Switchwick, about the big 

Transport Rally, or when Timmy-Ollie goes off to spend some time working in a 

big city! If you doubt me, just look at the list of individual story titles and you 

will get a good idea of what is in store. So hold tight as you continue reading a 

most unusual tale. It is based on very many facts so enjoy the experience, for 

there's always lots going on and there is much to discover! 


