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The first weeks of March cheered Timmy-Ollie up no end, for they brought 

several very sunny days and thoughts that he would soon be carrying crowds 

of people.  During winter there was still lots to do each day, but the number of 

times he ran along the sea front was fewer, for only at weekends would there 

be lots of people who wanted to take a walk along the promenade.  Soon it 

would be Easter and the children would be on holiday from school for ten days 

and be time for the fairground to open up after being closed since October. 

Our Timmy-Ollie liked the spring, for crocuses and daffodils came into bloom 

around the clock tower in Gloucester Gardens and the trees as well began to 

break into blossom.  In no time at all a carpet of bluebells would be seen 

beneath the trees at Woodside and the Council workmen would be switching 

on the fountains in the Pier Gardens and also those in Castle Park.  

 

Timmy-Ollie hadn't seen his friends 'Doodlebug' and 'Roger' for several weeks 

now, for they had gone off to Bridge Street depot to be overhauled by the 

fitters.  'Sunbeam' and 'Maurice' too, had been taken off to the paint shop for 

their body work to be prepared for repainting.  'Sid Sandpaper', 'Billy Brush' 

and the other workmen, had certainly been very busy while they were there, 

for several weeks later they had both returned to Pinetops looking as if they 

were brand new trolleybuses that had come direct from the makers.  Manager 

'Micky Bee' was very proud of his workers at Bridge Street and Pinetops, often 

taking time from his office to visit them and because he always wanted his 

buses to be as smart as could be, made sure that all kinds of special tools and 

equipment was readily available to them in the workshops.  

 

'Micky Bee' now had a special reason that everything should be right as could 

be, for the Council had recently decided to open a brand new route to 

Sandivale.  Due to commence on Sunday the twenty second of March it would 

be known as route 16.  Leaving Mudhampton High Street it would run firstly 

out past the Airport to Five Oaks, before heading towards Buckleton.  

Somewhat strangely neither Timmy-Ollie, nor his friends could find out what 

happened next, for it seemed to be something of a secret and of course none 

of them could possibly know, never having been able to go there to find out.  

 

'Teddy' and 'Terry' the towerwagons had often been while the new wiring was 

being erected, but when any question was asked, they would only smile and 

say that Sandivale was pretty, had very narrow streets and had a very low 

bridge.  Oh dear, thought Timmy-Ollie, if this was so it looked as if only his 

friends 'Garry' and 'Reggie' the single deckers could go there, but just two 

buses couldn't surely be enough to provide a service.  Perhaps 'Micky Bee' had 



2 

 

ordered some new single deckers, 

was thinking of hiring some, or 

maybe the two towerwagons were 

just teasing both he and his friends.  

 

In fact it became a bigger puzzle as 

time went by, for as the opening date 

drew closer, no new buses arrived.  

The mystery had deepened further 

when 'Handy Jack' arrived to fit new 

destination blinds to all the buses at Pinetops.  It said '16 Sandivale via Five 

Oaks' and 'Sailor Mann' had been heard to say, that on the big day Mayor 

Brown himself would be travelling in a procession of four buses, that would 

leave the depot at nine o'clock in the morning.  Sure enough when Timmy-Ollie 

returned from duty on the Saturday evening before the big day, he found 

himself parked up alongside 'Sunbeam', 'Maurice' and 'Doodlebug'.  Early on 

Sunday morning while most of the other buses went off into service, he was 

then placed second in line behind 'Sunbeam' as one of four trolleybuses 

standing ready on the depot forecourt.  

 

Now I will find out; what is going to happen thought Timmy-Ollie, as soon after 

half past eight, four drivers and two conductors arrived along with 'Inspector' 

and 'Micky Bee', who carried a sheet of instructions.  "'Driver One' is to take 

Mayor Brown and myself to Mudhampton on the first bus, for the opening 

ceremony and the cutting of the tape."  "'Inspector' will travel with 'Driver 

Two' in the second bus, which will collect the guests waiting there and the 

other two buses will follow, with the first fare paying passengers who are to be 

issued with special commemorative tickets."  No sooner had he said this than 

Mayor Brown arrived, driven by his chauffeur in the Mayoral car and 

everything was ready.  Whatever was to happen when he got to Sandivale, 

Timmy-Ollie knew by now that he wouldn't be the first to know, for 'Inspector' 

placed a large 'First bus to Sandivale' notice on the front of 'Sunbeam', before 

the four of them set off from the depot.  

 

'Driver Two' you will remember, is the young lady with the blond hair who likes 

to go fast, but today she would have to follow 'Driver One' at a more leisurely 

pace.  On arrival at the Corn Exchange in Mudhampton High Street, Timmy-

Ollie could see that quite a crowd had gathered, where the bright new 

overhead wiring ran left into Museum Street.  With a police inspector and 

several constables briefly halting the other traffic, Mayor Brown now alighted 

Reggie 
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from 'Sunbeam' and made his way towards a red and white tape, which had 

been stretched across the roadway.  

 

Using a very large pair of scissors to cut the tape and smiling broadly, he then 

said "I declare that Route 16 is now open, it will bring our passengers a new 

experience which I am sure they will enjoy and I suggest that those assembled 

come with us on the rear two buses."  "Those who do will get special tickets 

and also be able to see something that's a little more exciting than my just 

cutting a tape!"  "What could he mean," thought Timmy-Ollie, as the special 

guests climbed aboard him and nearly everyone else scrambled to climb on to 

the other two trolleybuses.  "It must be something really good, no wonder 

'Teddy' towerwagon had made it such a big secret."  

 

As one might expect, 'Driver One' started 'Sunbeam' off very smoothly, with a 

tap on the control pedal in just the right place, to operate the new points in 

the overhead that took them into Museum Street.  Once he had cleared them 

'Driver Two' followed, taking Timmy-Ollie into a part of Switchwick he had 

never seen before.  Quite a few people had come to line the pavements and 

watch as the buses passed along a wide tree lined road on the way out to the 

Airport.  Later when this came into view, he could see that several brightly 

coloured biplanes of the flying club were lined up in front of the control tower 

and that a somewhat larger plane was busily loading passengers.  Hardly had 

this happened than with a loud roar, a small yellow monoplane zoomed down 

low to fly alongside him and dip its wings in salute.  

 

"My word," thought Timmy-Ollie, "Mayor Brown was right when he said the 

passengers would see something exciting."  At Five Oaks they passed a large 

school and then turned left through the main street which was lined with lots 

of shops.  After a roundabout with large signs for Buckleton had been passed,    

they were out in the country with fields of vegetables on either side, until the 

road dipped suddenly down a steep hill.  This of course was just what 'Driver 

Two' liked and as it happened 'Driver One' was far enough in front, for her to 

be able to give Timmy-Ollie the chance to show his passengers just how 

powerful his motor was.  "My that was a steep one," thought Timmy-Ollie as 

'Driver Two' zoomed up out of the valley, showing everyone on board just how 

effortlessly the trolleybus could cope with such situations.  Within a couple of 

minutes there were again houses on both sides of the road and as Timmy-Ollie 

began to catch 'Sunbeam' up, he imagined that by now they must be entering 

the town of Sandivale itself.  
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Unlike Switchwick there were no big buildings, instead there were lots of 

cottages with thatched roofs and the streets were quite narrow when 

'Sunbeam' finally came to a halt, in what Timmy-Ollie supposed was the 

market place, but there was no sign of any bridge.  No sooner had they 

stopped than 'Micky Bee' came across to say that 'Inspector' should wait while 

'Driver One' went ahead and that his bus should only proceed, once he and the 

mayor returned and were ready to head back towards Switchwick.  Well 

thought Timmy-Ollie, now we shall see what this big secret is, as 'Sunbeam' 

turned to the right and several minutes passed, before he re-emerged facing 

back the way he had come.  As he passed, Timmy-Ollie was certain 'Sunbeam' 

had a little smile and a look that said, "I know something you don't know", but 

there was no time to wonder, for at long last it was now Timmy-Ollie's turn to 

learn the secret.  

 

As 'Driver Two' turned right, he was amazed to find himself immediately 

stopped in a dead end, facing the wall of a building.  'Driver Two' now jumped 

from his cab, while 'Inspector' lowered his trolley booms using the long 

bamboo pole, after which Timmy-Ollie felt that she and 'Inspector', were doing 

something near his back platform, but what it was he had no idea.  Before he 

had time to wonder any more about what would happen next he was moving, 

everything was sliding sideways past his windscreen and he suddenly felt quite 

giddy.  What on earth was going on he wondered, as the walls of buildings slid 

past him, what could it be, was it  an earthquake?  "Goodness me," no wonder 

'Terry' and 'Teddy' towerwagon hadn't told him anything and there was that 

funny look too, that he had just got from 'Sunbeam'. Just as Timmy-Ollie was 

beginning to think that the whole world was going crazy and wondering what 

on earth his passengers must be thinking, there was a sudden jolt and he 

found himself stopped, facing back in the direction from which he had come.   

 

The crowd of people that were gathered on the pavement were all clapping 

and 'Inspector' and 'Driver Two' were smiling broadly as if nothing at all 

strange had occurred.  Timmy-Ollie though was still rather shaken, for as yet he 

had no idea what had really happened and yet everything now seemed fine 

and he was at least facing the right way for his return to Switchwick.  He didn't 

have long to wait before he found out what had really happened, for as 'Driver 

Two' climbed back into his cab, he heard 'Inspector' say something about a 

turntable and its being the best way to turn a bus when space for a turning 

circle wasn't available. "Oh, so that's what it was," thought Timmy-Ollie, "why 

on earth didn't 'Teddy' towerwagon tell me."  "If I'd have known before what 

was going to happen, I'm sure it wouldn't have felt so strange."  "It's not a bad 
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idea at all I suppose when you think about it and next time I come to Sandivale 

I'll be ready for a spin, in fact it might be nice to go round more than once, 

then I could imagine that I was a little girl, or boy on a roundabout!"  

 

As 'Driver Two' moved off, Timmy-Ollie passed 'Maurice' and 'Doodlebug' who 

were patiently awaiting their turn.  It was now his time to chuckle and give 

them that, "I know something you don't know" look.  Of course the run back to 

Mudhampton was a lot faster than that coming, for 'Sunbeam' had had no 

reason to wait and was now far ahead of him.  This gave 'Driver Two' the 

chance to put her foot down and with virtually no other traffic around, she 

soon reached the steep hill and was down it and up the other side, before you 

could say Jack Robinson.  

 

At Buckleton they passed 'Roger', who was busily loading passengers as the 

first service bus of the day and by the time Five Oaks was reached, 'Sunbeam' 

could again be seen ahead, for nothing could ever stop 'Driver One' from 

sticking to his usual careful and leisurely pace.  In fact by the time they got 

back to Mudhampton High Street, there was little to tell that anything special 

had happened at all, but Timmy-Ollie could now look forward to trips to 

Sandivale as an interesting addition to all the other routes that he travelled.  

Having dropped off the special guests at the Corn Exchange, it was decided 

that both he and 'Sunbeam' should return directly to the depot thereby 

avoiding the centre of Switchwick.  

 

By going via the Grove and part of the Northern Circular, this  allowed 'Micky 

Bee' and Mayor Brown to get back in plenty of time for the round of golf which 

they had planned for the afternoon.  Before they left for this Mayor Brown told 

'Inspector' everything had gone remarkably smoothly and he was very pleased. 

The route had certainly got off to a good start and would he felt quickly 

become popular with the passengers.  By now though, Timmy-Ollie was simply 

itching to get back inside the depot, for a chat with some of his friends.  Once 

inside, he could find out what 'Sunbeam' had thought of his ride on the 

turntable and as soon as possible he wanted a few quiet words with that rascal 

'Teddy' towerwagon, about why he had made everything about Sandivale such 

a big secret.  

 


